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Abstract

The study of “Public Participation in Water Resources Management: A Case Study of Khlong U-
Taphao Watershed, Songkhla” aims to study the level of public participation in water resources management
of Khlong U-Taphao Watershed in order to observe the factors that affect public participation in the process
of water resource management and to use the result as a guideline, suggestion and operation in public
participation more efficiency

The result demonstrated that previous water resources management by government still has several
issues to consider. The challenges of this management are the efficiency of the system through
management, data base, low enforcement and the lack of public participation of every stakeholder especially
people in the community. According to literature review, the success in resources management is always
taking place in strong community. The society itself would like to learn and create appropriated water
management by people network. They have concrete system to manage their resources. Therefore, the
readiness of community is the keys success to management. In addition, to reach the success point of
sustainable development through public participation, government has to set this issue as a priority of the
development. Government has to create opportunity for community to manage themselves. Moreover,
conflict management, common goals and commitment within the area also has to take in consideration. The
level of public participation in water resources management is in middle stage because in order to participate
in management, public have to have common problem that draw them to take an action in the development
such as the problem of this watershed had effected them or there will be a problem that will effected that in
the future. The factors that have effect in public participation in this research are the problem of area which
never considers developing, the limited access of information, and the opportunity that public can illustrate
their problem, the concrete commitment from government toward the issues. This low public participation
shown as a result because in almost every project that have been done in public participation is never
considered to develop. The government has limited in process of management. Moreover, lower income
class, there aren’t available to participate in the development. To increase amount of public participation,
there must be more opportunities for people to involve in every processes of water resources management.
In one watershed community, they are combined with different believes. Society needs to reduce conflicts in
order to set common goals between the groups. Integrated water resources management needed to apply to
increase the level of public participation in area of interest. For example, traditional wisdom with new
technology can create new innovation. This application can be give possibility to solve the old problem. To
create second income for participants also can help the efficiency of the management. Therefore, every
activity that has investment involve need to be transparent in every processes, in order to gain trust and faint
from the community. There should be a reward for conservation community and a process to reduce conflict
in the area. If all of suggestion above can be apply in the appropriate way, there sure is the bright future of

sustainable development in Khlong U-Taphao Watershed.
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