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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the attitudes toward informal debt of people in Hatyai District,
Songkhla Province. The researcher used a questionnaire to collect data from 385 people divided into two
group that including 192 informal debtors and 193 non-informal debtors. The data were analyzed by
frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, independent sample t-test, one way ANOVA,
and Chi-square test.

The research found that informal debtors in Hatyai District, Songkhla Province have been in debt
for 1-2 years which borrowing from 5,001-10,000 Baht, paying interest at the rate of not more than 5
percent per month, and managing to pay it back within 7-12 month. Most of them borrowed informal
money from capitalists or acquaintances in their village that paying interest on time and paying it back to
creditors not more than 5,000 Baht/month. The purpose of borrowing money of informal debtors was to
circulate the business and when they were unable to complete their payment on time, most creditors
executed with them through inquiry, talking, and asking for money. As for people attitude, the attitude
towards informal debt showed a good level for informal debtors as well as a moderate level for non-informal
debtors. The personal factors of informal debtors correlated with various debt behaviors. When compare
the attitudes divided in personal factors, it was found that the difference on status, education, and salary of
informal debtors showed a 0.05 significant difference on their attitude. Moreover, non-informal debtors with

different personal factors showed no significant differences in the attitudes of informal debt.

Keywords: attitude, informal debt, Hatyai District, Songkhla Province
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